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~ ANOTHER EXCOMMUNICATION. 
The following account of the excommunication 

of Mrs. Horton from the communion of the Presby- 
terian Church in Southold, (L. L.) will be read with 
interest. The fact of their having expelled her, 
without notice being given her of the time, and 
their refusal to read her letter tothe Church, proves 
them to be afraid to come “ to the light, lest their 
deeds should be reproved.” 

To the Pastor of the Presbyterian Church in 
Southold, and likewise the Church in general. 
Dear Brethren and Sisters, I think I can with 

propriety use this language, although I am excluded 

from your society. For the prophet says, “ Have 
we not all one Father? Hath not one God created 
us?” I think, if God is the Father of all, then all 
mankind are brethren. It is but a few days since 

[heard that you had rejected me asa heretic. I had 

previously requested that you would let me know 

the day that I was to be excommunicated, that I 

might be present; but this was denied me, for I 

never heard of it until some weeks after it was done. 

And I do now, upon reflection, feel it to be my duty, 

to give you a brief summary of the leading senti- 

ments of the stigmatized and persecuted doctrine 
that I believe and rejoice in. 

I believe in the Great First Cause, who is self- 
existent, and independent ; and who is the essence 
of perfection: who is the Father of our spirits, and 
the former of our bodies. Who rules with uncon- 
wolable sway in all his wide domains; whose name 
and nature is Love. I believe that God made man, 
and placed him in the garden of Eden, in a state of 
innocence ; that man sinned and fell from that state 
of primeval rectitude, into which his Creator placed 
or formed hiin ; but although this was the case, God, 
in that early period of time, promised a Saviour. I 
therefore believe, “ As by the offence of one judgment 
came upon all men unto condemnation, even so by the 
righteousness of one the free gift came upon all unto 
justification of life. That as sin has reigned unto 
death, even so might grace reign through righteous- 
ness unto eternal life, by Jesus Christ our Lord.” 
That, as “ by man came death, by man came also 
the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” The 
apostle says, that “ Jesus was delivered for our of- 
fences, and rose again for our justification.” That 
“ God so loved the world that he sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins, and pot for ours only 
but also for the sins of the whole world.” That 
“ Jesus Christ, by the grace of God, tasted death for 
everyman.” That he is the “ Saviour of all men, 
especially of those that believe.” That the Son of 
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God was “ made under the law, to redeem them 
that were under the law ;” and that he has fulfilled 
every jot and tittle of the law and answered all its 
demands. That the great Jehovah has “ sworn by 
himself, that unto him every knee shall bow, and ev- 
ery tongue shall swear, that in the Lord they have 
righteousness and strength.” 

All this I sincerely believe with my whole heart ; 
and, furthermore, I believe that not one of the pur- 
poses of God will fail of their accomplishment ; and 
the apostle tells us, that God “ purposed in himself, 
that in the dispensation of the fulness of times he 
might gather together in ove all things in Christ.” 
And I believe he will do it, for “ he is not man that 
he should lie, nor the son of man that he should re- 


pent. He worketh all things after the counsel! of 


his own will; and the Scriptures expressly de- 
clare, “ it is His will that all should be saved and 
come to the knowledge of the truth.” I do not be- 
lieve any more than yourselves, that any one can 
be saved in sin and unbelief; but it is written, 
“They shall ali be taught of God ;” consequently, 
they will all come to Christ, and he assures us, that 
“ he that comes to him he will in no wise cast out.” 

When I was at the church meeting, it was asked 
me, by one of the brethren, whether I got my doc- 
tvine from the Bible, or some other book ? My an- 
swer was, that I saw it inthe Bible before I read any 
other book on the subject. I can tell you, that for 
two years previous to my publickly declaring that I 
believed Christ to be the Saviour of the world, there 
were some things in the Bible that I could not re- 
concile with the doctrine I had given my assent to; 
such as these—that God hath no pleasure in the 
death of the sinner ; that it is his will that all should 
be saved, &c. I believed then, as I do now, that 
God was unchangeable, and his will unalterable. 


Therefore, the conclusion that I drew, was, that if 


it was God's will, he certainly would effect it in his 
own way and time. For me, I felt willing it should 
be so; but I was willing to say nothing about it; 
but when the Lord made it clear to my understand- 
ing, and I felt the spirit of God witnessing with my 
spirit, it was then the Lord made me willing to be 
called a Universalist ! I can appeal to my God, that 
he knows with what sincere devotion I poured out 
my soul to him daily and hourly, beseeching him to 
lead me into all truth. He knew that truth was the 
object I was in pursuit of. I could not have felt 
more anxious if my life had been at stake. There- 
fore I besought our heavenly Father, that he would 
not suffer me to believe an error. That if it was an 
error, I might be convinced of it immediately ; and 
if it was truth, I might believe it, and be willing to 
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hear the reproach consequent upon believing. “For 
therefore we both labor and suffer reproach, because 
we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all 
men,” &c. I was brought into that frame, that I was 
willing to be counted as the offscouring of the 
earth for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus my Lord, 

At the time when you prohibited me from your 
communion, my heart was uncommonly penetrated 
with a sense of the gooduvess of God ww creation, 
preservation, and redemption. My heart seemed 
melted down with love and gratitude to the Saviour 
of the world, that he had not only redeemed a part, 
or the elect, but that he redeemed the whole world ot 
mankind, and would fit and prepare them for the 
For * God was in Christ re- 
conciling the world [not the elect] unto himself.” 
[ can sincerely say, that I felt nothing but love to the 
Church. But, because my love was not confined to 
them, only, I niust not be permitted to remain in 


abodes of blessedness. 


their society. As soon as my views began to expand, 
my heart to be enlarged, and universal love, charity 
and benevolence take possession of my breast, [ must 
no lounger remain one of your number. I could not 
be permitted to come to the table of the Lord, to 
commemorate the dying love of my dear Redeemer. 
It seemed hard to me then. I felt as if I had, through 
the merits of my Saviow, as good a right to the 
communion table as any of you. I felt as if Thad not 
done any thing worthy of suspension. I therefore 
felt, as if the church, or those that were concerned 
in it, had done very wrong, and the church would 
not prosper. And now, you have entirely rejected 
me. What is it for? I answer: It is for believing 
the oath of Jehovah, when he says, “ I have sworn 
by myself,” &c. Itis for believing the testimony 
of all God's holy prophets: “ the restitution of all 
things ;’—and which must I believe? the testimo- 
ny of all God's holy prophets ; or aan, who testifies 
the reverse ? God says, * he will make an end of sin 
and destroy the Devil and his works.” And when 
the Devil and bis works are destroyed, and an end 
made of sin, I cannot conceive as there can any thing 
remain to torment the offspring of God. _ It is cer- 
tain that sin and misery are cause and consequence. 
When the cause is terminated, I think the conse- 
quence will no longer remain in existence. God 
says, “ I will not contend for ever, neither will I be 
always wrath, for the spirit should fail before me and 
the souls I have made.” It would be blasphemy 
in the extreme, for me to say, in contradiction to 
God, that he will contend for ever. That he will 
punish his offending children through the wasteless 
ages of eternity, when he has said by the spirit of 
inspiration, that he “ doth not afflict willingly, nor 
grieve the children of men ;” but if need be for 
their profit. I would wish to know, what profit 
could result from the affliction to any one, if he were 
to endure it endlessly ? I think this would be acon- 
tradiction in terms. 

However, I believe the time is coming, when in- 
consistency shall cease. When animosity shall be 
done away. When “ all the ends of the world shail 





remember and turn to the Lord, and all the kindreds 


of the uations shall worship before him.” When 
charity, that heavenly grace, the grace that is so Jjy- 
tle cultivated and so greatly needed, shall take pos- 
session of every heart; when every rebellions 
heart will be brought into sweet subjection to the 
Father of Spirits and live. In the full and firm be- 
lief of these soul-satisfying truths, and likewise in 
the belief that, although you have severed the ties 
that bound us here on earth, we shall all meer in 
that world above, where there can be no separation : 
where every faculty of our souls shall unite to cele- 
brate the praises of the world’s Saviour, 
I subscribe myself your persecuted sister. 
BETHIAH HORTON. 

N. B. It is my request that this be read before 
the Church. 

-Vote—Mrs. Horton's request has not been com. 
plied with. The Church, and congregation also, 
will now have an opportunity to read the letter at 
their leisure. ED. 

_—f— 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD, 

Sir—Being a subscriber to your valuable paper, 
and seeing by your Prospectus, that its columns are 
free to all, I have thought fit to send you the foi 
lowing. If it meets with your approbation, you 
will please to insert it. 

“ Make thyself many as the cankerworm, make 
thyself many as the locust.” This was the declara- 
tion of the prophet Nahum, concerning the city of 
Nineveh, And although it was spoken more than 
two thousand years ago, yet the similarity which ob- 
tains between this, and the preaching of modern 
Doctors, must be observed by every reflecting mind. 
At this era, multitudes are engaged in the mission- 
ary field. Every expedient is resorted to, in 
ordet to enlarge its borders. 
calling upon priests avd prelates; saying, “ Make 
thyself many as the cankerworm, make thyself ma- 
ny as the locust.” At such a crisis, it becomes the 
friends of t.uth, whose reason is pot obscured by fa- 
naticisin, to stand forth, and boldly defend the truth. 
Let us inquire, “ Where is the Lord God of Fii- 
jah?” Is he not the Onmipotent Jehovah still ? Can 
he not perform his own work? It would seem by 
the language of the present day, that he has taken a 
journey into the country, so remote from this “ en- 
lightened land,” that there is little, or no probabili- 
ty of his return; and, appearances denote, that his 
presence can be dispensed with, without detriment 
to the missionary cause. His aid is little needed, 
when men have substituted the power of money, in- 
stead of the power of God. A man’s goodness ts 
now measured by his liberality to this crusading 
cause. And wo be to that man, who, seeing the 
impious fraud, dares to expose them. “ But thanks 
be to God, this wo exists only in words. Evcclesias- 
tics are now circumscribed in their limits. They 
can no longer roast their victims at the stake ; and 
kindle a flame, to light them on their way, to an 
imaginary place of torment. “ But the pointing of 
the finger of scorn, the delivering of anathemas 
from the desk, and the thunder of excommunication 
must be their resort.” 


Popes aie now 
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That the foregoing considerations are not exag- 
cerated, I appeal to the many sermons, which have 
been preached within a few years. Many of them 
have been published, and circulated with the great- 
est assiduity. When we take one of them in our 
hand to peruse, we are disappointed. There we 
might expect to find the love of God portrayed, and 
the malevolence of the devil, acting in opposition to 
the merciful designs of Deity. Instead of this, we 
are told of the vengeance of an angry God ; who will 
pour out his wrath upon his dependent offspring, 
world without end; unless we give the hard earned 
penny to save them from the devouring flames! 
How diminutive appears such language as this, con- 
trasted with the declgration of our Saviour, to his 
disciples, “ Provide neither gold, nor silver, nor 
brass in your purses, nor scrip for your journey, 
neither two coats, nor yet staves ; for the workman 
is worthy of his meat!” Well might one address 
these pretenders to sanctity, as Christ did those in 
histime. “ Wo unto you scribes, Pharisees, and 
hypocrites, ye encompass sea and land to gain one 
proselyte, and, when ye have gained him, ye make 
him two-fold more the child of hell than your- 
selves.” 

In the words which we have selected for our 
motto, two kinds of animals are mentioned, very dif- 
ferent in appearance ; yet agreeing in this particu- 
Jar, that they both come under the character of de- 
stroyers. We know but very little of them in this 
country ; but if we can credit history, and the rela- 
tions of travellers, in many of the eastern countries, 
particularly in Syria, the progress of the locust is 
marked with desolation, and pinching famine is of- 
ten the consequence of their inroads. And the 
cankerworm is no less destructive in his sphere. Al- 
though it has not the use of wings, to assist its 
movements from one place to another ; yet, steady 
to its purpose, it devours the leaves of the shrub, or 
tree, upon which it is placed ; till all the herbage is 
destroyed, and the tree either withers, or dies. 
Then it evacuates its post, for some more flourish- 
ing bough, where it begins its depredations anew. 
This is not very dissimilar to the practice of many 
of the professed preachers of the gospel. With an 
eve to their own popularity, they tell the people, to 
be liberal to the missionaries ; threatening them 
with the wrath of the Almighty, ifthey refuse. By 
their unremitting endeavours to support this cause, 
upon which their prosperity depends, they spunge 
the fast shilling from their credulous hearers ; and 
thus impoverish their society to that degree, that, 
like the tree upon which the cankerworm feasted, it 
droops and dies. Then, the “ Poor, pious minis- 
ter,” to disengage himself from the miseries in 
which he has involved his parish, has recourse to an 
expedient much practised at the present day, viz, 

loud call. Thus, like the worm, when he had de- 
stroyed the herbage upon one tree, sought suste- 
nance upon another. Locusts are insects of flight ; 
confined to no spot, they “ range the air, or take 
their pastime in the spacious field,” and destroy 
whatever comes in their way. Their march is more 
terrible to eastern nations, than the ravages of war. 


The husbandman sows his seed, and anxiously hopes 
for a plentiful harvest. But, his expectations are 
all blasted in one short hour. When be beholds his 
fields covered with the desolating tribe, he stands 
aghast; and the prospect of an approaching famine 
stares him in the face. 

By the locust, we are shown the character of those, 
who are sometimes denominated “ Holy becvars ;” 
who, under the direction of some society, are in- 
structed, and sent through the world ; and, iike the 
“ Horse leach, erying, Give! Give!” they collect 
clothes, or any thing that will be of use in the cru- 
sading expedition. In this way, many “ pious 
youths” have been educated, and much money ob- 
tained and sent to India, to build palaces, or pam- 
per hireling priests. ‘The hardships to which the 
missionaries are exposed, is pleaded as ah excuse 
for their predigality. And could they not appear 
in splendor among the brethren, it is doubtful, 
whether any proselytes would be gained. They 
would fain make us credulous enough to believe, 
that had they the purses of the community at their 
disposal, Paganism would soon be at an end, and the 
term “ Heathen would be losi in that of Christian.” 

We have now seen the two characters exhibited 
to view ; and if the march of our native canker- 
worms and locusts, have not been marked by such 
complete destruction, as upon the plains of Damas- 
cus, they have not been characterized by a less gree- 
dy spirit. Nay, the balance preponderates in fa- 
vour of the former.’ The locust and cankerworm 
were never known to take more than sufficient to 
satisfy the calls of nature. Not so with our natives. 
Although they may accumulate wealth, and heap up 
gold as the mire of the street, yet the ery is reite- 
rated, “ Give! Give!” But the time bas come, when 
this sound begins to be unheeded. Men now see 
the fallacy of schemes, so visionary as those of mo- 
dern missionaries. A voice is heard in the land, 
publishing glad tidings to man. And the day is 
fast approaching, in which the cankerworm and lo- 
cust will be seen as they are ; when they will be the 
derision of all, who wish well to the interests of so- 
ciety ; and will be remembered only to be execrated. 

Then shall the gospel be preached in its apostolic 
purity. Then shall the reign of the beast come to 
an end; and every tongue shall be employed, in 
“ aseribing glory, honour, and power, unto him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever 
and ever.” B. H. 

— 
NEW-JERUSALEM MISSIONARY. 
(Continued from page 158.) 

“ But this leads us to a point where Mr. Fitz ap- 
pears to be as ignorant of owr doctrines, as we can 
possibly be of his. In the course of all our future 
discussions, then, let it be remembered, that we do 
nol believe in any arbitrary punishment beyond the 
grave. Every soul enters into the state of his own 
choice—every one voluntarily conjoins himself to a 
society whose desires and thoughts are in exact 
agreement with his own. These desires and 
thorzhts are his own property, acquired and cher- 





ished by the “ deeds done in the body.” Some de- 
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light to soar, like the majestic eagle, in the blaze of 
celestial light; while others have so degraded their 
nature, by the love and practice of evil, that they 
choose to brood in solitude and darkness, like the 
unseemly owl. “For every one that doeth evil, 
hateth the light.” John iii. 20. Some aspire to 
such enjoyments as arise from the innocence of the 
lamb, and the affection of the dove; while others 
find the centre of their delights in the carion ban- 
quet of the vulture, or the filth and mire of sensu- 
ality. Each one formed his own heaven or hell 
within him, previous to the dissolution of the body ; 
afier that, Omnipotence itself cannot change the 
owl into an eagle, the vulture into a dove, or the 
swine intoalamb. While the soul was united to 
the natural mind and body, this change (with man’s 
co-operation) might have been effected ; but in put- 
ting off materiality, we part with all the mediums 
through which regeneration can alone be effected. 
Our probationary state then ceases. He that is fil- 
thy, must be filthy still. 

“ From these observations it will be seen that we 
do not believe in arbitrary punishments after death. 
The idea of a local heaven, or a local hell, (and, 
more especially, of a local lake of material fire and 
brimstone,) we hold to be low, earthly, gross, and 
ridiculous. Spirit can no more be located than 
thought or desire can. Heaven and hell are states, 
not places—neither up, nor down, nor far off, but 
“within you.” Were we, at this moment to drop 
our material bodies, we should find ourselves 
(without moving through an inch of space) sur- 
rounded by such spiritual scenery as exactly cor- 
responded to our spiritual taste—the ruling love or 
passion of our souls. Paradisical, if we love God 
and his kingdom above all things, and our neigh- 
bour as ourselves; but wild, dreary, and filthy, if we 
have placed our chief affections on self, the world, 
and the flesh. Each one would find himself in his 
own element; and yet no one so low but that he 
would be continually under the government of that 
Divine mercy, which is eternally exerting itself to 
render the state of each one less productive of mis- 
ery than it otherwise would be. “If I descend into 
hell, behold thou art there.” Each cne enters into 
the joy of his lord, (his ruling affection,) whether it 
be God or mammon. He who feels unhappy in the 
society of the Godly here, would be still more un- 
happy in such society there. Consequently the ex- 
istence of that state (not place) which the Scriptures 
call hell, is an eternal evidence of the mercy of God ; 
for thousands would be infinitely more unhappy 
without it. 

* But it may be asked, “ Where then is the induce- 
ment to seek for heaven, and to avoid the opposite 
state?” This question we answer by asking an- 
other. Were the choice set before us, would it not 
be a mark of true wisdom to prefer the enjoyments 
of the eagle, the lamb, and the dove, to those of the 
owl, the swine, and the vulwre? To seek light ra- 
ther than darkness? Order than disorder? The 
delicate refinements of social life, than the savage 
recreations of uncivilized barbarity ? Such a choice 


—— 
tinguish right from wrong, or good from evil ; be- 
fore we have suffered our minds to become a “ hab. 
itation for dragons, and a court for owls.” The word 
of God was given to enable us to choose aright, 
and time sufficient is granted to avert the conse. 
quences of a rash or foolish choice, and the priyj- 
lege is allowed of choosing again and again, until 
death closes the scene of probation ; then, “ he tha 
is filthy, let him be filthy still.” 

“All this evinces the mercy of that God, who 
“created man in his own image,” by endowing him 
with freedom of will. But after our souls have sep- 
arated from the body, it would be no act of mercy 
to fold the swine with the sheep, for his darling 
filth would not be there. “The sow that was wash- 
ed” would wish to return “to her wallowing in the 
mire.” The dove-cote would yield no joys to the 
vulture, if restrained from devouring its inmates: 
and the spiritual owl’s worst hell would be to ep. 
counter the blaze of that Sun, whose heat is love, 
and whose light is wisdom. 

“ Such are our ideas of a future state of existence: 
and they arise from the positive conviction we fee}, 
that every man is endowed with perfect freedom of 
will in spiritual things. We perfectly agree with 
Mr. Fitz, that “ it is impossible for a thing (or prin- 
ciple) to be, and not to be, at the same time.” There- 
fore, we say, ifa man has free will, (and that he has, 
both Scripture and reason sufficiently attest,) it is 
impossible for God to make him good and happy 
in opposition to his inclinations. If man says, “ Evil, 
be thou my good,” God cannot prevent him, with- 
out first depriving him of all that constitutes him a 
human being. And for this plain reason: 

“ A man’s ruling love is the life of his soul. De- 
stroy this, and you destroy the man, as to his spirit- 
ual identity. In order to render him happy, the 
love of evil must be gradually removed, and the 
love of good will gradually flow into its place. But 
it is a solecism to say that this can be done with- 
out man’s consent. Were an act of Omnipotence 
exerted to this end, without being met by the con- 
sent and co-operation of man, it would produce a 
different result; it would annihilate an impure 
soul, and create a pure one in the same body, which 
was not the object intended. It would be a new 
creation, instead of regeneration.” 

(To be continued.) 
REPLY. 

We acknowledge ourselves indebted to Mr. W. 
for information of his doctrine. But, we are sorry 
to be obliged to say, that Mr. W.’s doctrine has 
no better foundation than supposition. We do 
not approve of taking things for granted. This 
petitio principii does not please us. We look for 
proof. It appears, however, that Mr. W. does not 
believe the Deity will make any man miserable in a 
future state. The Deity will only let a man make 
himself miserable. Mr. W. is true to his text; and 
will have it, that Omnipotence is impotent! This 
we do not understand. It appears that Omnipo- 
tence “ cannot change an ow! into an eagle ;” but 


when mighty man co-operates, Omnipotence can 





is set before us as soon as we are old enough to dis- 


make doves of vultures, and lambs of swine! As 
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our subject relates to men, and not to swine, vul-] 
tures, &c. we Shall leave these as the peculiar pro- 
perty of Mr. W.’s system. The important question 
js this—Cannot Omnipotence change man from 
the earthly image to the heavenly image, and from 
corruption and mortality, to incorruption and im- 
mortality, without man’s co-operation, er “ joint 
labour 2?” This interrogation is important, and must 
be attended to. Will Mr. W. produce some au- 
thority, besides his own opinion, and the opinion of 
Mr. Swedenborg, to prove that materiality, &c. 
are the only mediums through which regeneration 
can be effected? Also, prove that the present is a 
probationary state, and the only one? Also, that 
the declaration of the Spirit to John, in the Apo- 
calypse, “ He that is filthy, Let him be filthy still,” 
(not, must be, &c.) has an exclusive reference to a 
posterior mode of being ? 
Mr. W. in his first paragraph* says, of an Om- 
nipotent act, without man’s consent and co-opera- 
tion, (assistance,) “it would annihilate an impure 
soul, and create a pure one in the same body, which 
was not the object intended. It would be a new 
creation, instead of regeneration.” We shall let 
Mr. W. dispose of the word annihilate as he pleases, 
but we shall contend, and prove too, that man is 
actually regenerated without his co-operation ; and 
that regeneration is a new creation, just as much as 
the first making or beginning of man, was a crea- 
tion. This done, and Mr. W.’s suppositions, (for 
they deserve no better name,) will be properly ap- 
preciated. The word regeneration occurs but twice 
inthe Scriptures, namely, Matt. xix. 28. Titus iii. 
5. The word rendered regeneration is nareyyevecca. 
Definition. Secundus ortus, instauratio, reditus ad 
vitum, regeneratio. Or second beginning, revival, 
or restoration, a return, or coming again to life, be- 
ing produced again. Vide Schrev. Lex. An apos- 
tle predicated every thing upon the fact of the 
resurrection of Christ from the dead. Paul declared, 
“Ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in 
God.” Man, in the aggregate, therefore, was regen- 
erated in Christ, their Head, and rose triumphant 
over sin, death, and hell, from the grave. When a 
man arrives at the knowledge and belief of this fact, 
he is “born from above.” He is “delivered from 
the power of darkness, and translated into the king- 
dom of God’s dear Son.” Christ came to “ destroy 
death, and him that had the power of death, which 
is the devil, and to deliver,” &c. If Mr. W. will 
annihilate the tmpurety, the soul will be left pure. 
Is not this the object intended ? We see that human 
nature was regenerated in Christ. The time is 
coming, when all men shall be regenerated, or ra- 
ther participate in the regeneration which Christ 
effected. For their corruption shall be changed 
for incorruption, and their mortality for immor- 
tality. Not “owls be changed into eagles!” This is 
farther proved and illustrated, by refering to Acts iii. 
21, where we read, of the “ restitution of all things,” 
&c. The word rendered restitution, means all this; 





* For convenience, we number the paragraphs, reckoning 
the eleventh, which commences the Extract in this Number, 
as the first, &e. 











namely—A rebuilding, or making good into the 
original form. For God made man good. Mr. W.’s 
notions, therefore, are gross error. 

Dr. Clarke informs us, that the Pythagoreans 
used the same word, which is rendered regeneration, 
&c. to express, according to their doctrine of the 
transmigration or metempsychosis, the entering of 
the soul into a newo body, and into a new state of be- 
ing. Dr. C. however, [Matt. xix. 28.] alters the 
punctuation, and reads as follows—* Verily I say 
unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the 
regeneration, when the Son of man shall sit in the 
throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve 
thrones,” &c. (Que. Did not Judas follow Christ ?] 
Dr. C. considers it to be utterly improper to make 
the time of the regeneration to be before the cruci- 
fixion and resurrection of Christ. We agree with 
him in this particular. For Christ took the one 
blood of which all nations were made; and when 
he rose, we rose in the person of our Head, incor- 
ruptible and immortal. All mankind, without ex- 
ception, will as certainly triumph over sin, death, 
hell, and the grave, as Christ triumphed. Hauue- 
LugaH! 

Mr. W. in his second paragraph, considers man 
in a future state, however low, to “ be continually 
under the government of Divine Mercy, which is 
eternally exerting itself to render the state of 
each one less productive of misery than it would 
otherwise be!” Of what avail can all this be? You 
have decided, that no arbitrary punishment will be 
inflicted. That when the prooationary state ends, 
Omnipotence can do nothing. “ He that is filthy, 
must be filthy still!’ The “mediums” will exist 
no longer! And, wonderful to relate, this hell, 
which Divine Mercy is continually exerting itself 
to render less productive of misery, is so necessary 
to the enjoyment of its inmates, that “ thousands 
would be infinitely more unhappy without it!” 
Then, we say, they must be infinitely happy 
with it. Now it appears to us, if words bave any 
meaning, that friend W.’s hell is quite as comfort- 
able a place as his heaven! It will not suit logic 
in any shape, to trifle with infinities. Remember 
this. Also please to recollect, that all men shall be 
raised iminortal, &c. 

Mr. W. commences his third paragraph very 
properly. “ But it may be asked, *‘ Where then is 
the inducement to seek for heaven, and to avoid 
the opposite state?’” Surely, if hell is a place 
which makes its inmates tnjinitely happier than 
they could be without it, it is a very desirable place! 
We question whether there can be any heaven 
which can do more than this. But Mr, W. answers 
the question, by asking, “ Would it not be a mark 
of true wisdom to prefer the enjoyments of the 
eagle, the lamb, and the dove, to those of the owl, 
the swine, and the vulture ?—to seek light rather 
than darkness ; order than disosder?” &c. Answer: 
No! Provided your premises are correct. If to be 
an owl, to be in the dark, and to be in disorder, 
will produce infinite happiness, we say, Let us be 
owls, give us darkness, give us disorder! The re- 
verse of these, call them by what names you please, 
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must produce infinite misery ; or your premises are 
false. Mr. W. again “ closes the probationary 
scene,” and says, “Let him that is filthy be filthy 
still.” So we say, by all means. If filth will 
produce infinite happiness, we ought to avoid all 
that is clean, as we would avoid infinite misery. 

Mr. W. says, in his fourth paragraph, “ it would 
be no act of mercy to fold the swine with the sheep, 
for his darling filth would not be there,” &c. True, 
very true. The “darling filth” produces infinite 
happiness! The swine cannot do without it. 

Mr. W., in his fifth paragraph, says, “ Such are 
our ideas of a future state of existence, and they 
arise from the positive conviction we feel, that every 
man is endowed with perfect freedom of will in spi- 
ritual things.” This is a candid confession. We 
were persuaded that friend Woodworth obtained his 
strange ideas of a future state of existence from an 
illegitimate source, and now we have his own 
word for it. It appears his ideas are from his own 
head, and not one of them from Scripture or rea- 
This accounts for their singularity and incon- 
gruity. Mr. W. is deserving of praise for his can- 
dour. But is not a freedom of will very imperfect, 
if it leads the possessor to make a wrong choice ? 
We, however, are free to acknowledge, that Mr. 
W.’s perfect freedom leads men to choose a hell of 
infinite happiness. If this could be proved, it would 
be perfect indeed. Again. By “ perfect freedom,” 
we should be inclined to understand perfect ability. 
For freedom to choose, without ability to direct in 
the choosing, would be worth nothing. You might, 


son. 


with as much propriety, tell a blind man, that he 
has perfect freedom to choose an article he cannot 
see, as to tell aman who prefers being a hog to a 


lamb, to choose for himself. And still, according 
to Mr. W.’s views, he cannot fail of making a good 
choice. When Paul speaks, (Ephes. i.) of “ being 
chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world,” 
are we to understand that Paul chose himself ? 
That Paul co-operated with God, &c. Was it 
Paul’s will to be converted to christianity, when he 
was going to Damascus? Or, did God, contrary to 
Paul's will, and without his co-operation,. enlighten 
his understanding? Are those who are blind, in 
prison, bound, &c. perfect in freedom? Did God 
deprive Paul of “ all that constituted him a human 
being >” 

We now pass over Mr. W.’s sixth paragraph, hav- 
ing already considered it, in our remarks on re- 
generation. (Concluded in our next.) 

—=>—— 
From the Rev. Mr. Cudstorf, pastor of Helmsteard, 
to the Rev. Mr. Kerker, pastor of Lawwtorp. 

I must regret with you, my dear friend, the mis- 
chievous progress of Philosophy. Governors and 
Princes begin to think, and we are lost. Eng- 
land has done most to corrupt Europe with her un- 
fortunate discoveries in relation to light, gravita- 
tion, and the aberration of the fixed stars. Men will 
soon become so rash as to believe nothing but what 
is reasonable, and they will argue against our cleri- 
cal inventions. 

Quodcumque ostendis mihi sic incredulus odi. 





I have reflected in the bitterness of my soul, on 
the unfortunate dislike, which so many persons of 
all ranks, of all ages, and of all sexes, so openly dis. 
play against us. Perhaps our own divisions are the 
source of all; perhaps, also, we should attribute 
somewhat to the want of circumspection of certain 
persons who are much more successful in disgust. 
ing, than in gaining over others. We have insulted 
the philosophers, as the Lutherans have outraged 
the Calvinists, as the Calvinists have slandered the 
Episcopalians, the Episcopalians the Puritans, the 
Puritans the Quakers, and as all have the Roman 
Catholics, and the Roman Catholics all others, 

If we had been more moderate, I am persuaded 
they would not have been so disgusted with us. Ler 
us pardon, my fellow labourer, those who unjustly 
attack the foundations of an edifice which we are 
demolishing ourselves, and breaking the heads of 
each other with the stones of it. 

The only means left us, I think, to pacify our 
enemies, was to have displayed towards them, mo- 
desty and charity; but we commenced with a prodi- 
gality of abusive epithets, not surpassed by a discus- 
sion at Billingsgate. We have heaped upon them 
the names of fools, libertines, debauchees, infidels, 
devils, Atheists, and backsliders; we have forced 
them in their own defence to take up arms. Would 
it not be more wise, to employ soft and gentle 
means, after the manner of our Master, than to 
beat up for a crusade with the violence of Peter 
the Hermit? 

At one time we tell them our opinions are so 
clear, that any one must be mad to deny them; and 
at other times, we have declared them so obscure, 
that it is necessary to prostrate our reason, and be- 
lieve without inquiry. Is it possible they should 
not revolt at these absurdities ? 

Each sect of Christians pretend to universality, 
but our adversaries deride us, when they take a map 
of the world, and place their thumb on the little cor- 
ner we inhabit. If we were wise, we wsuld con- 
vince our adversaries, that the tenets we embrace, 
deserve to be universal. Do not disgust them by 
declaring that there is no honesty, no morality, but 
among ourselves. What well raised and wise man 
will believe, that Confucius, Pythagoras, Zeleucus, 
Socrates, Plato, Cato, Scipio, Cicero, Trajan, and 
the Antonines, had no pretentions to virtue? This 
affords them too much ground for accusing us of 
calumniating the virtuous and the wise of all anti- 
quity. Can the Anabaptist, with his hands bloody 
from the slaughter at Munster, boast that no man is 
virtuous but himself? Can the Calvinist, just risen 
from the assassination of the Duke of Guise, say so? 
Can the Papist, glutted with the feast of St. Bartho- 
lomew ? Paltrot, Clement, Chatel, Ravaillac, were 
very pious men; but really, I suspect that you would 
rather take your chance with La-Motte, Lass-V ager, 
Gapendi, Locke, Collins, Bayle, Descartes, and 
Middleton! No, my good friend, let us avoid argu- 
ments so easily turned against us. 

Father Craye, said, “ Let us have no reasoning ;” 
and I say, let us have no controversy at all. It was 
formerly said, we permitted ourselves to be carried 













GOSPEL HERALD. 167 








——— 


way by ambition, hatred, avarice, and revenge;| This Rev. Gentleman, to my astonishment, made 

that we warred against the civil authorities, and | the following declaration—* If I were to disbelieve 

sued innocent blood. Let us do so no more. Let} the doctrine of future and eternal punishment, I 

ys frankly acknowledge that the church belongs to | would commit murder, theft,” &c. naming a long 

the state, and not the state to the church; and let] and black catalogue of crimes. He added, “If I 

us obey our civil governors, as other citizens are | believed in Universalism, | would preach no more.” 
bound to do. Itis our scandalous conduct, rather }'T'o this I assent. I believe this gentleman would 

than our snintelligible doctrine, that has revolted | not preach any more error, if he knew and believed 
the public; and if they rise up against us, whose | the truth. Now, Mr. Editor, this Rev. Gentleman 
fultisit? Philosophers do not believe in any of |} must be a very wicked man, on his own confession ; 
our tenets; no wonder, for we do not believe them | for we have his word, that fear of punishment, (and 
ourselves. But will they believe them the more for | not love of God or virtue,) is all that keeps him from 
the outrageous manner we employ against them ?|the State Prison and the gallows! 1, for one, most 
Shall we crusade against all the Asiatic and African | ardently bope, if the Rev. Gentleman has told the 
nations who are infidels? Shall we treat as ene-| truth of himself, that he will continue to fear the 
mies of God and man, all who doubt our disputa- | devil, or society will be in great danger of his de- 
ting doctrines? Shall we bow down with fea be-| predations! I feel it to be my duty to say, of my- 
fore an infidel sovereign who despises us, and perse- | self, that love to God and man, and not fear of the 
cute every poor wretch who does not worship us? | devil, or future and eternal punishment, prevents 
We cannot succeed in reversing the human intel- | me from sinning. 

lect. Let government and the philosophers alone,} The Rev. Gentleman quoted, as final, Matt. xxv. 
that they may let us alone. They may be provoked | 46: Stating, “that if the miseries of the wicked 
to conquer us; we can never conquer them. At} have an end, the happiness of the righteous will also 
any rate, let us cease from insolence and anger,| have an end,” &c. Your remarks on this passage, 





which become us so lite, and do us so much harm. | will oblige A WATCHMAN. 
You know the Rev. Mr. Dursol, a good man, but] Morristown, Sept. 28, 1823. 
somewhat choleric. He was explaining one day, the REMARKS 


in . ? © 
story of Baalam’s Ass, to a young lad, who laughed éu RATTEUW xxv. 3s. 


at it. Mr. Dursol was very angry, he exclaimed, he | and these shall go away into lasting punish- 
threatened, he proved clearly, that an Ass might very ment; but the righteous into lifé eternal.” 
well expostulate, when he saw before him an angel The common conclusion, that, “If the miseries 
witha drawn sword. The lad still laughed. Mr. lof the wicked have an end, the happiness of the 
Dursol grew very angry and gave the boy a severe | righteous must end also,” supposes the happiness of 
kick, who acknowledged, in tears, that Baalam’s | the righteous to depend on the misery of the wick- 
Ass spake, but then he did not kick. This made a ed; or that there is no evidence found in the Serip- 
; } tures to prove the future and endless happiness of 
great impression on me, and I have ever since ad-| the righteous, except the verse above quoted. The 
vised my friends against kicking and braying. first supposition is too abominable and absurd to 
J. CUDSTORF. need refutation. The last, therefore, if true, is at- 
The above letter should have been addressed to | ended oy serious sy 4 4 Ae "tc shalt 
; “> $ rove that the time speken of is limited. Conse- 
ext ire Shenson, whe, be. § reat UP kc cena’, if no other oadeae can be adduced to 
(1822) declares, that for the purpose of receiving prove a future happy existence, posterior to the 
religious benefit, we must approach the church with | present, there is no evidence whatever to believe 
all that “ prostration of the understanding and the| such an bypothesis. This is our ground, and no 
will,” which the occasion requires; that in this, ]#@M can drive us from it! Should any one enter 


our day, there is great need of an effectual counter- the lists against us, they are informed, that we do 
, ; Levin | not allow our opponents to take things for granted ; 
poise to the increasing influx of sense and know- |p o¢ shall insist on proof for every thing disputed. 


ledge; and that all knowledge is worse than useless, | We do not apptove of such logic as the celebrated 
if it be not connected with specific forms of religious | Methodist, Dr. Adam Clarke used, where he says, 





discipline. Col. Telescope. {in his commentary on Matt. xxv. 41. “ Prepared 
—<>— for the devil and his angels,” that “the devil and 

Ne ae ea ee eee his angels sinned before the creation of the world, 

: , . and the place of torment was then prepared for 


Sir—I attended meeting on Sunday (Sept. 21.) them.” How did Dr. C. know this? Was he pre- 
at the Presbyterian meeting-house in Morristown, | sent at the time ? Pray, how could the devil and his 
(N. J.) and heard the Rev. Mr. Brownley of Bask- | angels sin, before there was any devil or devil's 
ingridge. In the morning his text was, 1 Tim. iii. ~~ tosin: as . adds—* earygaty ougew 
5 «A : : ‘ \ ‘ that the Crea- 
56. © And eittinns eonteovere ap We ur human souls.” It appears then, 

or Mebane semieprerey Erect tn the MTN TA, way disappointed. In the first place, Heaven 


: , . ein ; a “ P : 
of Godliness.” He had much to say of mysterves ; | itself, brilliant with Divine Glory, and illumined by 
and it was evident to my understanding, that the | the Weatific presence of Jehovah, was a defective 
mystery Paul spoke of, as made known unto the]place. It was, to use a just simile, spiritually, as a 
saints, was altogether a secret to this Rev. Gentle- filthy city is physically, a place where corruption 


man. H ; ’ generates foul plagues. The inhabitants of heaven 
ae a Apete Of Jaden, 06 coruvenl sud called became diseased, and a lazaretto, called hell, was 


hime the cursed, which did om, ae in favour of prepared for their reception! Eventually, the dis- 
God’s love being shed abroad in his heart. For, | ease, like the Yellow Fever, was exported to the 
we are commanded to bless, and to curse not. paradise of human perfection, on this earth, and 
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communicated to millions of human beings, who 
are sent to the infernal hospital which was never 
“ designed” for them, but originally prepared for the 
“devil and his angels!” Reader, we are seriously 
plain upon a subject which, if serious at all, is seri- 
ous in absurdity. This hypothesis appears to us, to 
be outrageously subversive of Scripture and reason. 
The following is from Dr. Clarke’s commentary 
on the passage under consideration; and we are 
compelled, from a sense of duty, to accuse this 
learned man of dishonesty.* Dr. Clarke says, 
* But some are of opinion that this punishment shall 
have an end; this is as likely as that the glory of 
the righteous shall have an end: for the same word 
is used to express the duration of the punishment, 
xohagw aussor, as is used to express the duration 
of the state of glory: oxy acwsor. I have seen the 
best things that have been written in favour of the 
final redemption of damned spirits; but I never 
saw an answer to the argument against that doc- 
trine, drawn from this verse, but what sound learn- 
ing and criticism should be ashamed to acknow- 
ledge. The original word acy is certainly to be 
taken here in its proper grammatical sense, contin- 
ued being, ae: wy NEVER ENDING. Some have gone 
a middle way, and think that the wicked shall be 
annihilated. .This, I think, is contrary to the text; 
if they gointo punishment, they continue to exist ; 
for that which ceases to be, ceases to suffer.” 
Reader, it may astonish you to learn, that Dr. 
C., in his notice of some other passages, has admit- 
ted the contrary of what he here asserts. And 
farther, Christ came in the glory of his Father, and 
actually rewarded every man according to his 
works, in this mode of being! (See cos. ner. 
No. 17. p. 134. C.’s Com. on Matt. xvi. 27, 28.) 
Dr. C., therefore, has contradicted himself, and 
is unworthy of credit! We go farther. Take the 
Doctor’s assertion for truth, and you will find the 
Bible to be unintelligible. If the word atonion ne- 
cessarily means never ending, then Paul speaks of 
never ending ages having an end! We are willing 
to meet these Herculean giants in orthodoxy, and 
weigh them in their own balance. Now Dr. C., on 
Matt. xiii. 39, says, of “ ovwwrrdsca re anaes, translated 
the end of the world,” relative to their being rendered 
“ the end of the age,” &c. “That the words have 
this meaning in other places, there can be no doubt ; 
and this may be their primary meaning here!” Will 
Dr. C. or any other person pretend, that atonos has 
a different root from aionion? When we find Dr. 
C. contradicting himself, and struggling, like a 
bear in a net, to disengage himself from absurdity, 
we must pity him. 
Now for Matt. xxv. 46. 


Why did not Dr. C. give 
the meaning of the word kolasin, rendered punish- 
ment? We answer, Because he knew that it was a 
wholesome discipline, intended to make the party 


better! He knew he could not define the word 
without introducing the familiar figure of pruning 
trees, to make them bear good fruit! Therefore, 
we say the Doctor was dishonest te pass over the 
most prominent word in the passage; and to twist 
the residue to suit a present purpose, at the expense 
of contradicting his previous assertions! The state 
of the case is this. Dr. C. has admitted that Christ 
came, (in the past tense,) as declared in Matt. xvi. 
27,28. (And all must admit this, or plumply deny 
the testimony.) Now we say, that Matt. xvi. 27, 
28, (and other parallel passages,) speaks of the time 
of Christ’s coming; and Matt. xxv. 31—46, of 
what should lake place when he should come. Con- 
sequently, you must admit, that the coming spoken 
of in Matt. xxv. 31—46, is the same with that of 





* If this sonads harsh, reader, say, want of candour. 


Matt xvi. 27, 28, or you must prove that Christ ac- 
tually came, as declared in Matt. xvi. 27, 28, before 
he made the declaration of what should happen at 
his coming, in Matt. xxv. 31—46, or it follews, that 
the first relates to the time, and the latter to the 
manner of his coming. We consider this to be up- 
avoidable. There is no escape. This conclusion 
is perfectly irresistible. 

Again. Please to consider, that it is the king. 
dom or reign of Christ, which commences at We 
ume of Christ’s coming. This kingdom will end. 
We prove this, positively, by 1 Cor. xv. 24. Jr 
will no longer be a Mediatorial Kingdom. The 
capital ertor lies here. Mankind make the coming 
of Christ, and the commeucement of his kingdom, 
to be at the very period when it ends. See Rey, 
xiv. 6,7, where the preaching of the gospel, and 
the judgment of God, are simultaneous. They 
commenced together ; about 1800 years ago. The 
Jews are on the left hand, in darkness. [See Isa. 
vi. 9—12. Rom. xi. 25—36.} There the Jewish 
nation, which was separated, will remain, until the 
Sulness, all the Gentiles shall come in. The Jews, 
in the Gospel dispensation, are treated as though 
they were enemies; when, in fact, they are declar- 
ed to be loved for the fathers’ sakes! We think pro- 
per to caution those sticklers for an unmerciful 
construction of these passages, to beware how they 
abuse Universalists. For the abusing of Universal- 
ists, will not be a compliance with the requisitions, 
as they are considered, of Matt. xxv. 35, 36. 

According to Dr. C.’s doctrine, aman can believe 
to-day, backslide to-morrow, and go to his endless 
hell on the third day. Now Christ declares, “ He 
that believeth on the Son, hath [possesses] everlast- 
ing life.” The very word rendered everlasting and 
eternal in Matt. xxv. 46. When a man loses his 
faith, his eternal life ends! Also, when unbelief 
ceases, the everlasting punishment ends. Nearly 
1800 years ago, Christ said, “ Now is the judgment 
of this world.” (Age.) Unbelievers say, No! The 
judgment will not commence until this world, this 
mode of being, shallend. Who shall we believe? 
Christ; or those who give him the lie direct? We 
recommend to the reader, to examine, with the 
greatest attention and care, 1 Cor. xv. He will 
there find, that the salvation and future happiness of 
man, is predicated, alone, on the fact, that Christ is 
risen from the dead. The word aionion, rendered 
everlasting and eternal, has nothing to do with 
man’s future state, in any manner or shape what- 
ever. It is puerile for clergymen to be continually 
harping about this word, and this passage. It be- 
trays either gross ignorance, or knavery. No man, 
who is acquainted with the Greek language, and is 
also well read in the Scriptures, and has only a bird’s- 
eye view of God’s purposes, would dare hazard his 
reputation for common sense, and common honesty, 
by making these foolish objections on the meaning 
of a word, which has no relation to man’s future state. 

We regret that Dr. Clarke is not present to an- 
swer for himself. We believe that the shame he 
speaks of, would, in that case, be altogether his own. 
We want no better evidence to shut his mouth, and 
confound him, than bis own premises and their con- 
clusions! For, as to “damned spirits,’ we deny 
that there are any, except the spirits in human bo- 
dies of clay, in this mode of being, and they are, 
says Christ, “ condemned [or damned, if you like it 
better] already.” John iii. 18. Not, will be damn- 
ed in another world. “ And this is the condemna- 
tion, [damnation,] that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather than light, because 
their deeds were evil.” Not endless misery in ano- 
ther world! Reader, “ Take heed, that no map 





deceive you.” 





